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LETTERS OF A FLORIDA SETTLER IN 1877
by W. A. SMITH
(Founder of Tacoma, Florida)
Introduction and editing by Edward C. Williamson
W. A. Smith was born in Hadley, Mass., in 1826. During his
early boyhood his family moved to Wisconsin where he grew
up. After marrying and raising a family of two sons and a
daughter, he removed to Cortland, N. Y. Reading of Florida’s
attractions, he decided to settle there. En route to Florida, he
made expenses by giving Bible lectures illustrated by magic-
lantern slides.
In Florida he purchased forty acres two and one-half miles
northwest of Micanopy, naming the little settlement which
sprang up around his one-room log cabin, Tacoma. His letters
to the Cortland newspaper which follow, describing the cli-
mate, business opportunities, and general living conditions, at-
tracted friends who came to Tacoma and settled nearby, form-
ing a small Northern colony. 1
LETTERS  FROM  FLORIDA
THE CLIMATE - CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRY - RICH LANDS -
LUXURIANT VEGETATION - THE CHANCES FOR PURCHASERS
- PRICE OF LAND - MECHANICS WANTED.
(Correspondence of The Standard and Journal)
Micanopy, Alachua Co., Florida,
January 22, 1877.
To say that I like this country does not half express my ad-
miration. It is splendid, magnificent, glorious! While you of
the North are wading about in the snow, shivering in the cold,
dodging around the corners to get out of the way of the furious
1. The letters of W. A. Smith, clipped from the Cortland Standard, were
given the Florida State Museum by his grandson, James Calvert Smith,
of Holly Hill. Mr. Smith also furnished information concerning the
life of his grandfather. Tacoma, he recalls, was named for a daughter
of Micanopy, head chief of the Seminoles.
1
Smith: Letters of a Florida Settler in 1877
Published by STARS, 1953
LETTERS OF A FLORIDA SETTLER IN 1877 203
blasts, we here are enjoying the most delightful summer weather.
The thermometer ranges daily from 75 to 85 degrees, with a
gentle breeze from the southwest making the day so enjoyable
that one would wish to live here forever. Wild plums are in
blossom; blackberries are in bud and will be in bloom in a few
days; and the jasmine, with its beautiful trumpet flowers, sends
forth its delicate perfume, making Florida at this season of the
year worthy indeed of her name.
I arrived in the State on the 29th of December. From about
the first of that month up to the time of my arrival, the weather
had been colder than had been known in the State for the last
thirty or forty years. The first week in December the thermom-
eter marked daily 30 degrees above zero. Orange trees at that
time were in full growth, the young limbs and twigs were full
of sap, and, in exposed situations, they froze and were partially
killed. No tree of any size in any part of the State was killed
wholly - only the ends of the limbs. Young orange trees of one
or two years’ growth in many cases were killed perhaps half-
way to the ground, but nothing like the mischief was done that
the correspondent of The New York Times would have the
people believe. That writer had evidently met with a rather
tough reception from some of these “crackers” in the South,
and was determined to pay them off in coin of about equal
value. I can sympathize with him fully, for I have had experi-
ence in Southern boarding-houses myself, and I have written
some bitter things regarding the Southern style of living, and
the exorbitant prices you must pay for everything you have and
especially for what you don’t have. But the Times correspondent
berates not only the people but the country also. As far as his
description of the country on the St. John’s river is concerned,
I think, from all that I hear of it, that he is about right. There
is no doubt that the land is very sandy and generally very
poor, but for all that, there is so much that is suitable for the
2
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growth of the orange that the whole country up and down that
river has become noted, and land has advanced in price very
rapidly. There are no lands on the coast that begin to compare
with the lands in the interior. The range of the rich hammock
lands is not met with until one gets back from the coast about
seventy-five to one hundred miles. 2 Then lands are met that will
produce more under the same system of cultivation than any
lands in the State of New York. I may as well state here what
“hammock lands” are, for in my letters I shall often allude to
them. They are lands covered with the heaviest growth of
timber I ever saw, consisting of live oak and water oak (these
are both evergreen), white, black, and red oak, basswood, ash,
hickory, magnolia, sweet gum, and bay, besides a great many
other kinds, with the names of which I am not familiar. There
are also vines of all kinds, which grow and entwine themselves
with every tree and shrub, making as a general thing an im-
penetrable jungle. Now any one knows that land that will pro-
duce such a variety of trees and trees of such prodigious growth,
is not all sand by any means. Yet the land is sandy and is the
easiest to work I ever saw. I have been digging holes for orange
trees, and have pushed the spade down the full length of the
blade without putting my foot on it at all. One horse or mule
is all that is ever used here to plow, that being team enough.
I have oats, corn, and peas up nicely that I have planted since I
have located.
A great many in reading this letter will ask what are the
chances of getting good land and what is the cost. There are
all the chances to get land one can ask for, and cheap enough.
These old land-owners have more land than they know what
to do with, they have no means or way to work it, and renting
does not pay them as a general thing. They are anxious to cut
up their lands in small parcels to suit purchasers, and will sell
2. This distance from the coast is measured on the railroad which ran
from Fernandina to Cedar Keys.
3
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to purchasers on such terms as will be agreeable. The land that
I have bought is located on what is known as the “Lightner
estate,” a plantation of 3,000 acres. The former proprietor was
a roaring Methodist, and prayed God with all his might to kill
off all the “Yanks,” but as his prayers were not answered he
wouldn’t live in such a country, so he picked up his traps, and
with his family joined the party that went to Brazil, where they
could “enjoy freedom.“ 3 The consequences were he died there,
his family was scattered, some of the members are dead, and
I learn that no one here now knows where any of them are. The
estate went into bankruptcy, and has been surveyed out into 40
and 56-acre lots and sold for the benefit of the creditors. These
lots have been sold and are being sold at from five to eight
dollars per acre. There are several lots near where I am that
can be bought for $5 per acre, all cleared and ready for the
plow. The fences are destroyed by rotting down and by fire.
The price is nothing, as land can not be cleared and the roots
and stumps taken out for less than fifty dollars per acre. Lumber
can be bought at the saw-mill three miles away for fourteen
dollars per 1,000 feet. Gainesville, ten miles north of here, is the
county seat and a fine, growing town of 3,500 people. Micanopy
is two and a half miles southeast, a place of about 300 inhabi-
tants and having a post-office, stores, churches, &c. I have se-
lected this location on account of the protection that orange
trees will get from the lakes that surround me on every side.
Let the wind blow from whatever way it may, it will have to
pass over a body of water. There are no winds, however, that
will do any damage to the orange trees except from the north-
west. These lands are surely protected from that quarter. During
the last freeze the trees were not hurt in this section in the least.
W. A. SMITH
3. The exodus of Southerners to Brazil is described by Lawrence F. Hill,
“Confederate Exiles to Brazil,” Hispanic American Historical Review,
VII (1927), p. 192.
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Micanopy, Alachua Co., Florida,
March 26, 1877.
FLORIDA FLEAS AND MOSQUITOES, AND HOW TO KEEP
CLEAR OF THEM.
“But the fleas! the fleas! they will eat us up alive.” So they
will if you come here and live as these Southern people do,
and the same would be true in any part of the North if you
live in the same way; but live as civilized people ought to, and
I believe there will be no more trouble from the insect tribe
here than elsewhere. The majority of the houses here built and
occupied by Southerners, are set up on posts from two feet to
six feet from the ground. The cattle, hogs, dogs, chickens, cats,
and everything else live and sleep under the house. Follow the
same style in York State, or any other State in the North, and
how long do you think it would be before there would be fleas.
Try it in Cortland and it would soon become a proverb, ”Thicker
than fleas in Cortland.” I was in the northern part of the State
at this time last year and was literally eaten alive by them. The
boarding-houses where I had to stop were overrun with the
vermin, and my clothing was full of them all the time, but not
a single flea have I seen this year, and for the simple reason
that I have built my house with a cellar under it. Mosquitoes
are troublesome in the summer months, but any good housewife
will keep them out with netting. House-flies are not near so
plenty here as at the North. The big blue-bottle fly, I believe,
is unknown here.
Micanopy, Alachua Co., Florida,
April 8, 1877.
I believe from what I have seen and heard that I have lo-
cated in one of the best portions of the State. One of the best
groves in the State is in the village of Micanopy, and is owned
5
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by Judge Edwards. The grove numbers 500 trees. A few of
them are twenty years old, the balance are eleven years old
this spring. The first time I was in his grove was about the
first of February. The trees were then loaded with ripe fruit.
He had begun to gather and send the fruit to Gainesville, where
his entire crop was disposed of at $10 per barrel net - a barrel
containing from 250 to 300 oranges. I was in his grove again
last Monday, the 2d inst. He was then going through the grove
gathering the few scattering oranges left on the trees. I did not
think to ask him how many barrels the grove yielded, but I did
look particularly at the new set of fruit. Every tree is fairly
covered with the new crop, the oranges now being about the
size of a big pea. There will be at the very lowest estimate two
barrels of oranges to each tree, which will make 1000 barrels
of oranges for the grove, which at $10 per barrel will amount
to $10,000 - not a bad income. If any one who comes to this
country will take the trouble to visit Judge Edwards’ grove, his
doubts in regard to the profits of raising oranges, if he has any
doubts, will disappear. It takes about eight or nine years to get
bearing trees from the seed sown, but the best way to start a
grove is to get the trees from some nursery from three to four
years old. There are enough of them to be had about here now for
from 30 to 40 cents each. There will soon be a greater demand
for them, and they will be worth more. On the St. John’s, trees
are worth from 50 cents to $1.00 each.
In this section of the State there is one of the finest chances
for a colony of Northern people that I know of. There is a large
plantation, owned by a Mr. Powell, who tells me that he will
cut it up in small lots and sell at reasonable prices. He would
not fix any price, but if he should ask $10 per acre the land
would be cheap. Lands that are suitable for the growth of the
orange and other fruits of the orange family are going to ad-
vance in price, and that rapidly. People are beginning to realize
6
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that there is something in Florida after all, and also that there
are more desirable places to live than in a country where the
mercury goes down from 22 to 30 degrees below zero in March.
Oranges are not the only fruits that can be raised here to
good profit, but lemons, limes and citrons also. The latter grows
on a tree that looks almost exactly like the orange tree. The
fruit is five or six inches in diameter, looks something like a
Cantelope melon, is preserved by soaking in salt and water
for a while, then boiled in syrup made from sugar, and then
sliced and put up for market. Bananas, figs, pomegranates, al-
monds, pecans, English walnuts and peaches are also raised in
great abundance. So with grapes. The Scuppernong, one of the
best grapes in the world and the easiest raised, grows here most
luxuriantly. It is said to be a native of North Carolina and was
found growing wild in the woods. This vine needs no trimming
whatever - only give it room enough to grow by extending the
arbor, and it will grow and bear for a hundred years. I saw a
year ago last winter, in Georgia, two vines of this grape that
covered, each of them, a trellis 25 feet wide by 100 feet long,
and were stretching out for another hundred feet. The vine bears
immensely. The grapes grow in clusters something like plums
(never in bunches like other grapes), are about 3/4 of an
inch in diameter and of a yellow color. The vine itself bears
hardly any resemblance to any other grape-vine - looking more
like the long, slender, grayish twigs of the apple-tree.
There are a few questions which I must answer and then
close. I am asked what tools or farming implements one must
bring to this country. You must bring everything you want, for
you can get nothing here but a plow. That you need not bring.
There is not one of these old Southern planters that has another
thing about his premises than one of those plows I described
in my last letter, a great big, awkward hoe, and an axe with a
straight handle. If there are any among those who read these
7
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letters who intend to come to this country (and I hope there
are many), I will say to them take steamer from New York to
Fernandina, and thence go by railroad to Gainesville, 96 miles.
Pay no attention to land-agents, for there are hosts of them on
the way and every one, of course, has the best lands in the
State for sale. His and his alone are good for anything, while
that other fellows’ are good for nothing. Pay no heed to any
of them, but go to Gainesville and stop there. Take stage to
Micanopy, go and see Judge Edwards’ orange grove, and then
come out 2 1/2 miles and see me. I can tell and show you more
in one hour than I can write in all day. If you come to Florida
you have got to have a starting-point somewhere, and it might
as well be from the central portion of the State as elsewhere.
I will be glad to do you all the good I can, and answer all the
questions you desire to ask.
In about two weeks I will give the subject of growing sugar-
cane attention in another letter to The Standard and Journal.
W. A. SMITH
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS - IGNORANCE OF FLORIDIANS CON-
CERNING NORTHERN FARMING IMPLEMENTS - A VALUABLE
PECULIARITY OF THE ORANGE - CROWING SUGAR-CANE
AND SUGAR-MAKING - No PLACE FOR CLERKS.
Micanopy, Alachua Co., Florida,
May 3, 1877.
I promised in my last communication to give in my next
some facts in regard to the growing of sugar-cane, but before
doing so I will have to answer a few questions asked by
correspondents.
There are no homestead lands that are at all desirable. They
are all so far away from civilization or of so poor quality that
it would be very unwise for any one to locate upon them. The
same may be said of the government lands. The East [West]
8
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India Transit Company own a large lot of land lying on both
sides of the rail-road running from Fernandina to Cedar Keys;
but nearly, if not quite, all of these lands are totally unfit for
the growth of the orange. The land is low, flat and wet, or very
sandy pine land. Any of these lands can be bought at the rate
of $1.25 per acre.
In closing up my remarks in my last letter on the subject of
orange growing, I meant to have added, but forgot to do so,
that the orange is the most accommodating of fruits. One would
naturally suppose that when the fruit is ripe it must be gathered.
But this is not the case. The orange begins to ripen in November
and will hang on the trees until the middle of the next April,
getting better all the time. No wind except a hurricane will
cause the fruit to fall, so that in case of a dull market or low
prices from any cause the producer can let his oranges remain
on the trees without danger of their rotting or being damaged
in any other way.
For the growing of sugar-cane and the business of making
sugar, I believe Florida to be one of the best States in the
Union. Its soil and climate are perfectly adapted to that branch
of agriculture. Nearly every one of the old residents here, both
white and colored, has his patch of cane, and although it is
cultivated in the most careless manner, the yield of sugar and
syrup is very great. All their machinery for grinding, and fix-
tures for boiling are the most primitive kind, and of course the
labor is performed at a great loss of time and material. Only a
small proportion of the cane is worked into sugar. Hominy and
molasses being the principal food of the natives, the cane is
ground and the juice boiled into syrup and stored away for
future use. From 300 to 400 gallons per acre is about the average
yield. When the labor of grinding and boiling is done cleanly,
the syrup is almost as good in flavor as melted sugar, and far
superior to the best molasses. The cost of planting an acre of
9
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cane is $30 for the seed beside the labor. The modus operandi is
first to plow the ground and then furrow it off with a deep fur-
row, the furrows being about four feet apart. This is done in
February. Then take the last year’s cane, cut it in pieces about
two feet long and lay rows of these pieces in the furrow, laying
them end to end, being careful to let each piece of cane break
joints with those next to it. The cane grows in joints about four
inches in length, so it is readily seen that by breaking joints in
the seed cane the average distance apart of the joints as they
lie in the furrow is only two inches, and as every joint sends up
a shoot, it gives a standing cane every two inches the entire
length of the row. The cane grows at the base nearly as large
as a man’s wrist and seven or eight feet high. Any one who has
never seen a sugar-cane field can have no conception of the
dense, heavy growth which covers it. That which is produced
by the people about here is nothing to what it might be with
good cultivation.
I will give a few statements from parties in the State who tried
to see what the soil of Florida is made of, and to find out whether
the growing of sugar is profitable or not. And first I will give
the names of those who have made reports, with their addresses,
so that if any of my readers are skeptical they may write to these
parties and find out for themselves. Mr. A. P. Tully, of Craw-
fordville, Wakulla Co., says that he produced in the year 1868
from one acre and three eighths accurately measured, 1320 pounds
of dry sugar, and 525 gallons of syrup. The same gentleman says
that in 1869 he produced from seven-eighth of an acre the equiva-
lent of 4400 pounds of dry sugar. He uses the word “equivalent”
for the reason that a portion of the crop was made into syrup,
and knowing from personal experience how many pounds of
sugar a gallon of syrup will make he reports the crop in sugar.
Four thousand and four hundred pounds of sugar per acre! I
would like to know which is the more profitable, that or making
butter at 25 or 30 cents per pound. The same gentleman pro-
10
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duced in the year 1871 from an acre, 3400 pounds dry sugar
and 160 gallons of molasses. In 1873 he produced from one acre
of ground 4000 pounds of dry sugar. Mr. H. C. Gregory reports
that he got from one acre of cane, in 1871, 735 gallons of syrup.
Mr. A. M. Ferrell reports that he produced in 1871 from one and
one-eighth of an acre 866 gallons of syrup. Messrs. Gregory, Fer-
rell, and Tully are careful, accurate, and reliable gentlemen. They
know exactly what they report, and report exactly what they
know to be true. There is no question but that the soil of Florida
is pre-eminently adapted to the growth of sugar-cane, and what
these men have done can be done again. A crop of cane is not
like one of corn or other products that have to be planted early.
A cane field will usually run five or six years without replanting.
It requires good cultivation, of course, and a good deal of fertil-
izing, because it is a rank grower and heavy feeder. Like the
orange it is of a very accommodating disposition. The grower
is in no hurry or anxiety to grind his cane. Secure it when ripe
by cutting up and piling away under cover, and it will keep for
months, growing richer and sweeter all the time. Understand the
seasons are not here as they are at the North. The whole winter
can be devoted to such work as grinding cane, etc. In case a frost
comes upon the cane it must be worked up forthwith or it will
sour, and at the best it makes but an indifferent syrup. It will not
grain after being frost-bitten.
There are other industries of profit that can be entered into
in Florida, and these I will touch upon before I finish. To those
who will ask if the State has not its disadvantages also, I will
answer frankly yes, “lots of them.” I will try to give a faithful
record of these also, and that before long.
Since writing my last letter a Mr. Catlin, from Ottawa, Ill.,
has bought 40 acres adjoining mine on the east, has put up a
small house and is living in it. I mention this because Mr. Catlin
had land on the St. Johns river at Lake Dexter, considered as
eligible as any place on the river. He has been there this spring
11
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and sold out, and has come here and bought. He says that this
section is far preferable to anything that can be found on the
St. Johns river, the quality of soil being vastly superior to any
of that river.
One more question I must answer and then I will close. I am
asked how the mercantile business is in this country, and what
the chance would be for a young man to clerk it. The business
is overdone here as well as elsewhere. You had better chop
cordwood for your board than to come here with the expecta-
tion of getting a living in that way. You would starve to death.
A good hardware store opened in Gainesville would do well
without a doubt, there being none there now. So many Northern
people coming into the State, they want a good many things
that can not be found among these natives, such as doors, sash,
glass, paints, etc., etc. Will try to send another letter in about
two weeks.
W. A. SMITH
FLORIDA WEATHER - WANT OF LUMBER AND SAW-MILLS - PLAIN
WORDS TO A DISPEPTIC CORRESPONDENT - THE
PARADISE OF SNAKES.
Micanopy, Alachua Co., Florida,
June 20, 1877.
In speaking of the disadvantages of this country in my last
letter, I omitted to mention one of no small importance, and that
is the difficulty which the inhabitants experience in procuring
lumber to build with. There can enough be got such as it is,
but it is not of the quality that a Northern man wants. It is
about four miles to the nearest saw-mill from where I am lo-
cated. Lumber can be got there, but it is manufactured in the
most slovenly manner possible, no two boards alike and very
seldom any one board will be found of like dimension through-
out. It will be thick at one end and thin at the other. The same
may be said of the scantling and joists also. The greatest diffi-
12
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culty however, is the want of a planing-mill. There is none in
all this section, and it is next to an impossibility to dress this
Southern pine by hand. It is full of pitch and is harder and
heavier than oak lumber. Unless the planes are kept as keen
as a razor they will slide over the board as over a piece of steel.
The owner of the saw-mill near here will not put in a planer
on account of the cost. He can get five dollars per 1000 feet for
dressing, and find ready sale for all the lumber he can manu-
facture. He is a Southerner and that accounts for his negligence.
It is a maxim of all these Southerners not to do anything to-day
that can be possibly put off till to-morrow, for something may
turn up so that it need not be done at all.
The manufacture of lumber in this country affords a splendid
opening for any one with a few thousand dollars capital. Mills
can be located anywhere and find ready sale for all the lumber
that can be made. This is one of the finest countries for that
branch of business in the world. It can be carried on throughout
the entire season, and at less expense than at the North, where
the logs have to be cut in the winter, hauled to some stream and
floated down in the spring. Here the saw-mill is usually located
in the midst of the pine timber, the trees felled and hauled to
the mill with teams attached to huge two-wheeled trucks, the
wheels being fully eight feet in diameter with a six-inch tire
upon them. The tree is hauled in its entire length of body, which
is from 40 to 80 feet, and is sawed at that length, but is cut to
dimensions with a side circular saw. It requires more power to
drive a saw to cut this pine than to cut the pine of the North
on account of its being so hard and full of pitch. Thousands of
dollars of capital at the North that nets the owners only a very
small per cent, could be employed in the manufacture of lumber
in Florida at a net profit of more than one hundred per cent.;
for the lumber will sell at the mill just as it runs from the log-
good, bad and indifferent, for $14 per 1000 feet and $5 per 1000
13
Smith: Letters of a Florida Settler in 1877
Published by STARS, 1953
LETTERS OF A FLORIDA SETTLER IN 1877 215
for dressing. 4 A small capital can be turned over and over and
over again through the whole year. Work can be carried on every
day of the year. There are no deep snows to contend with; no
hills to climb; no rocks around which you have to work your way;
but a straight level road from every tree direct to the mill. This
letter will be read by friends who are engaged in the lumber
businss and have been for years, who have huge piles of the very
best lumber on hand but with no sale for it. They will readily
see that I am right, and agree with me that this is the place to
make money in that business. These parties will know who I
mean, and I will say here for their benefit that if they were lo-
cated here in Florida near some growing place, and would push
the business with the same vim and energy that they do now,
they would become wealthy in a very few years.
I shall be under the necessity of taking up the gauntlet in this
letter and defending my position. Any one who has read these
letters can readily see that I believe Florida to be one of the
finest States in the Union. I have received during the last week a
paper containing a letter written by some one who is traveling
about in the South. He doesn’t sign his name. He writes from
Augusta, Ga., but his letter is upon Florida - its climate, soil and
productions - confined chiefly to the St. Johns. He may be right
in all he says, confining his remarks to that section of the State,
yet I doubt it very greatly. He does not qualify his remarks at
all, so that one who is unacquainted with Florida would con-
clude that his statements would apply to any part of the State.
In the first place, this R.H.M., whoever he is, says that the whole
State is a peninsula of sand; that nothing will grow except by
constant irrigation by pumps or by windmills; that the orange
“bonanza” is a speculation and a delusion; that the orange-tree
4. This describes the typical small local mill in Florida. The large whole-
sale mills were in a quite different category, and were supplied with
logs by rail or water. A few of these latter mills were owned and
operated by lumbermen from the North, after their former stands
were cut out.
14
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on close inspection becomes a very small and sickly shrub, and
so on and so on, doing a vast deal of mischief by discouraging
those who desire to come here to better their condition. I will
take up his statements, and write what I know and can prove.
In the first place the State of Florida is not all sand and incapa-
ble of producing anything. I can show Mr. R.H.M., or any other
person, multitudes of different cornfields about in this part of
the State where the corn stands from ten to fifteen feet in height
and as large around as a man’s wrist. The ears of corn are many
of them ten feet from the ground. I have lived nearly thirty years
in Wisconsin, have seen big corn and have raised it too, have seen
large fields of corn in the State of Illinois, the boasted corn State
of the Union, but I have never seen such large growth as there
is in Florida today. He says that constant irrigation is necessary.
That’s untrue. No State in the Union is better watered by the rain-
fall than Florida. The longest time between showers since I came
here, the 28th of December, has been only ten days. As I said
in a previous letter, the average rainfall of Florida is fifty-five
inches yearly and that so equally distributed that a drouth of
any extent is seldom known. The finest vegetables are produced
in Florida that can be found anywhere. Many are engaged in
the business of raising vegetables for the New York market. A
Mr. Wheeler, of Arredondo, ten miles from here, has cleared
$1000 on cucumbers alone besides big profits on other stuff that
he has raised and sent to New York. I went to see a man yester-
day, Mr. Shufert by name, who, with the help of a little boy ten
years old, had made $300 clear in potatoes and tomatoes that he
had shipped to New York this spring, and all from about one
acre of ground. There are, at the very least, fifty bushels of toma-
toes rotting on the vines that he has been unable to get off.
Mr. R.H.M. says also that the orange business is a delusion.
That may be true on the St. Johns, but he need not make a
sweeping declaration and take in the whole State. I would like
to show him trees about here that have had hardly any care-
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large, healthy, thrifty trees, loaded with the green fruit about
an inch and a half in diameter - trees that yield their owners from
a dollar or so to sixty or seventy dollars per tree, according to the
age of the tree. I could go on and pick his letter in pieces from
the beginning to the end, but think I have had enough. I can
see plainly the cause of his ill feeling towards Florida. He has
been living at the hotels and boarding-houses wherever he has
been stopping in the State. He has eaten “hog and hominy”
until he wishes it were all jammed down the throats of the keepers
of these houses, as I have wished myself more than once while
traveling in the South. Therefore I think that Mr. R.H.M. may
be partly forgiven, and so we will drop him and the subject.
W. A. SMITH
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